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T2, Ohplres at the tom of i, by Gustave Moreau,
18%0. 173 by 128 cm. (Musée Gustave-Moreau,
Paris; exh. Grand Palais, Paris,

dossier sections which focus on three major
paintings of different decades: Oedipus and
the Sphiny of 1864 (Fig.73; cat. no.28),
Hercules and the Hydra of Lena of 1876 (Art
Institute of Chicago; no.58) and Fupiler
and Semele of 1895 (Musée Moreau, Paris;
no.118), There are also intriguing vitrines
of documentation: personal items such as
an invitation to one of Napoleon's 1IT's sriei
at Compiégne and cartes-de-viste, s well as
Morcau’s copies of Owen Jones's Granmar of
Ormament and the Magasin pittoresque, Japan-
ese albums and Delacroix prints, materials
he wsed to prompt his imagination. This is a

EXHIBITION REVIEWS

out scathingly against his predecessor’s
predilection for ancedotalising the ancient
warld. Moreau’s Jacob wrestiing with the angel
(Fogg Art Museum, Cambridge}, painted in
the mid-1870s, was thus a metaphor for the
state of France after the Franco-Prussian
Woar: ‘Le Jacob serait Uange dr i France s aroétant
dans sa course idiote vers la matiére', he wrote.
One might say the same ahout Hercudes and
the Hydra of Lema, exhibited at the Salon
of 1876, History painting was also the prism
through which Morcau confronted decp
private concerns. The catalogue explains
that Orples at the tomb of Eurydice (Fig.72;
n0.128) was painted n the carly 1890s
following the death of Alexandrine Duleux,
Moreau’s love for thirty years. The figure's
somewhat incoherent gestures and, above
all, the resonant collision of agitatedly
brushed red and e compound the paini-
ing's plangency. Morcau's commitment to
the ideals of la grande pewiwre might have
been unswerving, but the stylistic passage
the exhibition takes, from the residual fricze-
like Neo-classicism of early canvases such
as The Athenians delivered o the Minatanr (no.11)
to the bejewelled frontality of Jupter and
Semele, manifests an artist prepared to adapt
and innovate. The exhibiton makes evident
Moreau’s  determination to extend e
beau tdéal’s somewhat restrictive antique-
Raphaclesque  canon, by a[vpmpmhug
Mantegna’s moody landscapes in - Oedipus
ani the Sphinx or Rembrands gloomy light-
ing in Safomd (00.63). In the 1860s he was
not alone in this endeavour, pace the exhibi-
tion's wall texts: both Henner, by adapting
Carreggio’s sensual gfmats, and Bonnat,
by emulating Ribera’s tarnished flesh, were
working towards a new liberalism in la
grande peinture. Moreau’s willingness 1o learn

75 Cidipus and the Spinx, by Gusta
206.4 by 104.8 cm. (Metropolizan
New York; exh, Grand Palais, Paris).

rea, 1864,
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